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OSU's Mike 
Gundy has 
taken a play 
from K-State’s 
Bill Snyder’s 
playbook — 
writing letters 
to players. 
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Budget cut bill advances out of 
committee, but questions linger 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


Oklahoma House and Sen- 
ate lawmakers advanced a 
bill Tuesday that strips mil- 
lions from state agency bud- 
gets and raids several other 
government accounts. 


As it crosses each chambers' 
floor this week, the legislation 
leaves politicians at the Capitol 
with moral, ethical and fidu- 
ciary decisions as they try to fill 
a $215 million budget shortfall. 

For example, the bill appro- 
priates an emergency $30 
million to the beleaguered 
Department of Health, which 


confirmed it won't make the 
last round of November payroll 
if lawmakers don't pass it by 
Friday. 

County officials are worried 
that the proposed $30 million 
draw from a fund for county 
road and bridge improvement 
is more than what will be avail- 
able to spend. 


On Tuesday afternoon, State 
Treasurer Ken Miller said he 
has serious concerns about the 
$8 million that the bill with- 
draws from the Unclaimed 
Property Fund and overuse by 
lawmakers to help close budget 
holes. 
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A construction worker walks along the scaffolding as work continues Tuesday on the Oklahoma 
State Capitol. The $245 million restoration project financed through bond issues is happening 
both inside and outside the 100-year-old building. Along the south side of the Capitol, work- 

ers are restoring stonework and the large cast iron doors that are part of the original grand 
entrance. Visitors won’t see much of that work happening, though, because the contractor has 
draped a large protective covering over the Capitol’s south face. Meanwhile, workers are also 
installing the Capitol Christmas tree on the south plaza. Capitol Restoration Project Manager 
Trait Thompson said Tuesday that scaffolding above the grand entrance is scheduled to come 
down in February, and scaffolding on the east wing will be down in May. [PHOTOS BY CHRIS LANDS- 


Trust funds 
senior and 
mental health 
programs 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma Tobacco Set- 
tlement Endowment Trust is 
giving more than $3 million to 
help keep state mental health 
and senior nutrition programs 
operating in the face of steep 
budget cuts. 

The TSET board of directors 
voted Tuesday to provide funds 
through the end of the fiscal 
year for senior nutrition ser- 
vices at the state Department 
of Human Services and a mobile 
mental health crisis program for 
children through the Oklahoma 
Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services. 

TSET is a state grant- 
makingtrustthatprimarily devotes 
funding to preventing cancer and 
cardiovascular disease, but can 
also choose to fund programs that 
help children and seniors. 

The board approved $3.08 mil- 
lion in one-time funding for the 
programs, including: 

e $1.81 million grant to help 
DHS maintain services to 189 
senior nutrition meal sites in 77 
counties. 

e $1.27 million to the mental 
health department to support 
mobile crisis response teams that 
provide behavioral health ser- 
vices to children in crisis across 
the state. 
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Criminal justice advisory group has first meeting 


BY JOSH DULANEY 
Staff Writer 
jdulaney@oklahoman.com 


Efforts to reform the local 
justice system moved forward 
Tuesday as the newly formed 
Oklahoma County Criminal 
Justice Advisory Council held 
its first meeting. 

The first action of the 
“interlocal” government coun- 


TODAY’S PRAYER 


Compassionate God, heal the 
afflicted, soothe the suffering, 
comfort those who mourn. Amen. 


cil was to elect Clay Bennett as 
chairman. 

Bennett called the meeting 
“an important juncture” in the 
criminal justice reform pro- 
cess and in “taking care of our 
brothers and sisters in a more 


effective way.” 
The council is made up of 
law enforcement, criminal 


justice and civic leaders from 
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County, Edmond and Mid- 
west City. The council has no 
legal authority but will steer 
reforms. 

Formed on the recommenda- 
tion of the Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber’s Criminal Jus- 
tice Reform Task Force and the 
nonprofit Vera Institute of Jus- 
tice, the council’s creation is 
seen by many as the most criti- 
cal step in advancing needed 
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reforms. 

One aim is to increase public 
safety and improve the effi- 
ciency of the criminal justice 
system in Oklahoma County. 
Another key reform would 
be to divert more offenders 
from jail to mental health and 
addiction treatment, and other 
alternatives. 

A key concern is the Okla- 
homa County jail, which has 
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faced overpopulation for years, 
as well as structural problems. 

Bennett hinted at possible 
changes when he spoke of the 
jail undergoing renovations 
in the future and also adding 
new minimum-security facili- 
ties specializing in addiction 
recovery and mental health 
treatment. 
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